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Kramarczuk’s Review 

If ever in the Minneapolis area, stop by 215 East Hennepin Avenue to eat at 
Kramarczuk’s Restaurant and Bakery. Here one will experience authentic 
European dining. Kramarczuk’s has a passion for tradition, and specializes in 
sausages, with over 40 different varieties to choose from.  

Upon entering the restaurant, the smell of delicious sausages will make the 
mouth water. They have everything from Polish, to Italian, even Fresh Ukrainian. 
There are also many different soups, sandwiches, rolls, and tortes. 

Grab a tray and head on down the line. The waitresses are quick make 
suggestions on some really great food. Their thick Bavarian accents and unique 
rat-tail hairstyles pair well with the European atmosphere of the restaurant.  

Try a Reuben on toasted Polish rye. The shredded corn beef and sauerkraut 
drizzled with thousand-island dressing will taste delectable. This meal will literally 
cry juices of delight as it’s lifted to eat. Every sandwich comes with crunchy kettle 
chips and a sliced pickle. These salty sides are perfect for the delicious meals.  

The large, dimly lit dining area is relaxing to eat in. Walls are painted with warm 
and neutral colors. A bustle of noises fills the area as business people and labor 
workers get their lunches. Echoing of clanking dishes fills up the room.  

While sitting down, take a look around at the many wall hangings and artwork. 
Beautiful colored egg pictures decorate the walls, and brightly colored plates 
hang. Each dining table is topped with a map of Europe drawn onto the dark 
wood.  

Black and white pictures hang, going back over fifty years ago when 
Kramarczuk’s opened for business. In the late 1940”s, Wasyl and Anna 
Kramarczuk came to America from Ukraine with a dream to start a restaurant. 
They combined Anna’s cooking and baking skills with Wasyl’s sausage making 
skills. The result was Kramarczuk’s Restaurant and Bakery. Everything here is 
made from scratch with fresh ingredients.  

Matryoshka dolls line the tops of the doorways, largest to smallest. Matryoshka 
are a common piece of Russian folk art. The rounded female figure of the nesting 
doll is a symbol of fertility in pagan Russia. Sergei Malyutin, an avant-garde 
artist, created a doll similar to the Japanese version for his patroness, Princess 
Tenisheva in the 1890’s. Original Matryoshka dolls had pink cheeks and 
traditional scarves. 

There is also a large painting of the Statue of Liberty displayed in the dining area. 
The Statue of Liberty represents the friendship of the peoples of the United 
States and peoples of France.  
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Historically, the statue was presented as a gift to Levi Morton (who later became 
Vice President of the United States) on the July 4, 1884 ceremony in Paris. Once 
mounted on American soil on October 28, 1886, the statue was dedicated to the 
President of the United States at the time, Grover Cleveland. The torch is held 
high with the right hand of the statue, while the left bears a tablet of the adoption 
of the Declaration of Independence.  

After eating, head on over to the European Marketplace attached to the 
restaurant. There is a great selection of imported foods such as: coffee, tea, 
cookies, jellies, jams, canned vegetables, baking mixes and more. Unique dairy 
products and an assortment of cheeses are also sold here.  

Before leaving, pick up a tasty desert at the Kramarczuk’s Bakery. All goods are 
home-made, and they sure are delicious.  Irresistible smells come from the glass 
cases, urging visitors to try an apple strudel, or have some Russian tea cake. 
Breads, rolls, and buns can be bought to take home as well.  

Give your taste buds a treat and stop in at Kramarczuk’s for breakfast, lunch, or 
dinner. Not only will you leave full and satisfied, but will experience truly authentic 
European dining. The food is as traditional as the Matryoshka dolls, and just as 
the Statue of Liberty is our countries landmark, Kramarczuk’s is a landmark of 
Minneapolis.  
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